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E-mail: vso@kcvso.com 
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Our Mission 

The mission of the Knox County Veterans Service Office is to provide eligible 

veterans and their families with those benefits to which they may be entitled un-

der federal, state, and local law, in accordance with established policies and pro-

cedures. 

The Knox County Veterans Service Office shall take those steps necessary to en-

sure a well trained and professional staff that is available to advise and assist vet-

erans, their dependents, and the widows and orphans of those veterans who, by 

virtue of their service in the military of the United States of America.  They may 

be entitled to benefits provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs or any 

other benefit available under federal, state, or local law. 

The Knox County Veterans Service shall provide temporary financial assistance 

to those veterans or their dependents who have demonstrated a financial need 

due to illness, injury, lack of employment, or an unexpected hardship.  Determi-

nation of financial need shall be made by the Veterans Service Commission in 

accordance with the guidelines it alone shall establish and oversee, in accord-

ance with Title 59 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

The Knox County Veterans Service Commission shall promulgate programs as 

required by Title 59 of the Ohio revised Code for services not listed above, such 

as outreach and the transportation of veterans to and from VA medical facilities. 

2017 

UPCOMING  

EVENTS: 

 JULY 4th - OFFICE 
CLOSED, Happy Inde-
pendence Day!! 

 Veterans Service Office 
Commissioners first & 
third Wed. at 3 p.m. 
Public Welcome 

 Vet Center Counseling 
on location July 13th & 
July 27th  call for an 
appointment. 

 Veteran Service Office 
will be at the Knox Co. 
Fair July 24th thru 
July 29th. (The off ice 
will still be open.) 
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KNOX COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE 

            JULY 2017 VOLUME 10, ISSUE 7 DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT 

FROM THE D IRECTOR ’S DESK - KEVIN L. HENTHORN 

   Veterans Serving Veterans.. You here that phrase all the time and it rings 
true here at the Knox County Veterans Service Office and Commission. If you 

haven't had a chance to meet or work with our dedicated and passionate staff 
you’re missing out. Knox county isn't just lucky, it is blessed to have the  
commissioners, office staff and van drivers available here to serve you. 

Please allow me to take this opportunity to share with you our office staff in this 
months issue. Thank you for your service, Kevin L. Henthorn. 

Financial Officer  

Melissa Latham.  

Active Duty  US Navy 1992-1994 
 USS LY Spear Norfolk VA. 

Serving Knox County Veterans sense 2006 

VSO 
Vince Thompson 

Active Duty, Army 
1985-1991 

Ft Stewart GA / 
Germany 

Serving Knox 
County Veterans 

Sense 2011 
 

Office Coordinator 
Dave Bevington 

Active Duty US Army 1969-1971 
Vietnam 

Serving Knox County Veterans 
Sense 2011 Commissioners and drivers will featured in 

upcoming issues 
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     FLAG SALES                                            NEW FLAG PRICES !!! 

Size:  Material:  NEW Price: 

3x5  Nylon   $10.00 

3x5  Cotton   $11.00 

4x6  Nylon   $15.00 

5x8  Nylon   $20.00 

5x8  Cotton   $23.00 

The Veterans Service Commission and office staff are proud to help our area veterans with their financial hardships 
and to help get them back on their feet.  Each application for financial assistance is evaluated on a case by case basis. 
The Veterans Service Commissioners primary concern is to help the veteran and their dependents that are in need of 
immediate financial assistance.  The financial assistance grants provided are not intended to be on a long term, on go-
ing basis.  They are designed to provide assistance to those who encounter situations usually of emergent need that 
threatens their health or safety.  An applicant for assistance must utilize all available income and resources.  All appli-
cants must provide proof on household income and proof of all bills paid and due for the past 30 days.  There are no 
minimum or maximum levels established for financial assistance.  All applicants who are physically capable of work 
must be actively seeking employment. The financial assistance is for temporary situations and not for month-to-month 
relief.  If you are in need of financial assistance please call our office and set up an appointment. We are open Monday-
Friday from 8a-4p 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE                                                    M ELISSA LATHAM  

Check or Money Order ONLY!! Thank You. 

The Annual Knox County Veteran’s Picnic will be 
held in August. We will be announcing a date 

soon. Thank You!! 

Come see us at the Knox County Fair 

Monday July 24th thru Saturday July 29th 
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THE HISTORY OF AMERICA’S 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

"Taxation without representation!" was the battle cry in America’s 13 Colonies, which were forced to pay taxes to Eng-
land's King George III despite having no representation in the British Parliament. As dissatisfaction grew, British troops 
were sent in to quell the early movement toward rebellion. Repeated attempts by the Colonists to resolve the crisis 
without military conflict proved fruitless. 

On June 11, 1776, the Colonies' Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia and formed a committee whose ex-
press purpose was drafting a document that would formally sever their ties with Great Britain. The committee included 
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Roger Sherman and Robert R. Livingston. Jefferson, who was con-
sidered the strongest and most eloquent writer, crafted the original draft document (as seen above). A total of 86 chang-
es were made to his draft and the Continental Congress officially adopted the final version on July 4, 1776. 

The following day, copies of the Declaration of Independence were distributed, and on July 6, The Pennsylvania Evening 
Post became the first newspaper to print the extraordinary document. The Declaration of Independence has since become 
our nation's most cherished symbol of liberty. 

Bonfires and Illuminations 

On July 8, 1776, the first public readings of the Declaration were held in Philadelphia's Independence Square to the ring-
ing of bells and band music. One year later, on July 4, 1777, Philadelphia marked Independence Day by adjourning Con-
gress and celebrating with bonfires, bells and fireworks. 

The custom eventually spread to other towns, both large and small, where the day was marked with processions, orato-
ry, picnics, contests, games, military displays and fireworks. Observations throughout the nation became even more 
common at the end of the War of 1812 with Great Britain. 

In June of 1826, Thomas Jefferson sent a letter to Roger C. Weightman, declining an invitation to come to Washington, 
D.C. to help celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. It was the last letter that Jefferson, who 
was gravely ill, ever wrote. In it, Jefferson says of the document: 

“May it be to the world, what I believe it will be ... the signal of arousing men to burst the 
chains ... and to assume the blessings and security of self-government. That form, which we 
have substituted, restores the free right to the unbounded exercise of reason and freedom 
of opinion. All eyes are opened, or opening, to the rights of man. ...For ourselves, let the an-
nual return of this day forever refresh our recollections of these rights, and an undimin-
ished devotion to them." 

- Thomas Jefferson 
June 24, 1826 Monticello 


