
VA has established a presumptive service connection for Veterans, Reservists, and National Guard members exposed to contaminants 
in the water supply at Camp Lejeune from August 1, 1953 through December 31, 1987 who later developed one of the following 
eight diseases: 

Adult leukemia 

Aplastic anemia and other myelodysplastic syndromes 

Bladder cancer 

Kidney cancer 

Liver cancer 

Multiple myeloma 

Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma 

Parkinson's disease 

Presently, these conditions are the only ones for which there is sufficient scientific and medical evidence to support the creation of 
presumptions; however, VA will continue to review relevant information as it becomes available. 

Veterans who are experiencing other health conditions that they think may be related to contaminated water at Camp Lejeune are 
encouraged to contact their primary care provider and to file a claim. VA reviews and decides disability compensation claims on a case
-by-case basis. 

Camp Lejeune Families Act of 2012 

Veterans’ health care 
In accordance with the 2012 Camp Lejeune health care law, VA provides cost-free health care for certain conditions to Veterans who 
served at least 30 days of active duty at Camp Lejeune from January 1, 1957 and December 31, 1987. 

Qualifying health conditions include: 

Esophageal cancer 

Breast cancer 

Kidney cancer 

Multiple myeloma 

Renal toxicity 

Female infertility 

Scleroderma 

Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma 

Lung cancer 

Bladder cancer 

Leukemia 

Myelodysplastic syndromes 

Hepatic steatosis 

Miscarriage 

Neurobehavioral effects 

Veterans eligible for health care under the 2012 Camp Lejeune health care law may enroll in VA health care and receive medical ser-
vices for the 15 covered health conditions at no cost (including copayments). 

Camp Lejeune Water Contamination 
Military Trivia 

1. In May 1942 Battle for Corregidor resulted in the loss of what country/territory to the Japanese? 

 A) Philippines 

 B) Marshall Islands 

 C) Taiwan 

 D) Indonesia 

2. What British General, in one of the largest capitulations of British led forces in history, surren-
dered his troops to the Japanese at Singapore’s Ford Motor Factory in February 1942? 

 A) Claude Auchinleck 

 B) Brian Horrocks 

 C) Arthur Percival 

 D) Archibald Wavell 

3. What was Germany’s code name (translated into English) of its May 1941 invasion of Crete? 

 A) Operation Saturn 

 B) Operation Mars 

 C) Operation Venus 

 D) Operation Mercury 

 

Last Month’s Trivia Answers: 

1. American Revolution 

2. Cambodia 

3. Boxer Rebellion 

In the United States, Flag Day is celebrated on June 14. It commemorates the adoption of the 
flag of the United States, which happened on June 14, 1777, by resolution of the Second Conti-
nental Congress. The United States Army also celebrates the U.S. Army Birthdays on this date; 
Congress adopted "the American continental army" after reaching a consensus position in the 
Committee of the Whole on June 14, 1775. 

In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation that officially established June 14 as 
Flag Day; in August 1946, National Flag Day was established by an Act of Congress. Flag Day is 
not an official federal holiday. Title 36 of the United States Code, Subtitle I, Part A, CHAPTER 
1, § 110 is the official statute on Flag Day; however, it is at the president's discretion to officially 
proclaim the observance. On June 14, 1937, Pennsylvania became the first U.S. state to cele-
brate Flag Day as a state holiday, beginning in the town of Rennerdale. New York Statutes desig-
nate the second Sunday in June as Flag Day, a state holiday. 



 June has it’s important dates in recent military history, including the passing of the National Guard Act by Congress back on June 15, 
1939. The Act created the National Guard of the United States. The Guard could be called on in time of war or during a national 
emergency. 

          The Battle of Midway occurred on June 4th, 1942. In one of the decisive battles of the war in the Pacific, U.S. air power sank 4 
Japanese aircraft carriers and thwarted the enemy’s attempt to capture Midway Island. After Adm. Chuichi Nagumo had sent his first 
wave of carrier based planes to Midway, Rear Adm. Raymond Spruance correctly assumed that there would be a second strike during 
which the original planes would be rearmed and refueled. Spruance decided to strike at the carriers while they were most vulnerable 
- with bombs and gasoline on deck. 

Battle of Midway ~ June 4-7,1942 
           
         Sunk were the Kagu, the Soryu, the Hiryu and the Akagi. With nowhere to land, the Japanese lost almost 300 planes in battle or 
to no place to land. This was the first major defeat for the modern Japanese navy. The Battle of Midway restored the balance of naval 
power between the United States and Japan in the Pacific, and allowed the United States to go on the offensive. 

          In 1943, American troops landed on New Georgia in the Solomon’s on June 30th. Two Army Divisions, and one Marine de-
tachment landed with the objective of taking the Japanese air base at Munda. This was Japan’s most important base in the Solomon’s. 
It took six weeks before the base fell to the Americans. 

          On June 4, 1944 the U.S. Army liberated Rome, six months after the landings at Anzio. The U.S., finally broke out of the An-
zio beachhead and marched into the Eternal City. With Rome liberated, Italy became a theater secondary to the invasion of Norman-
dy. 

          The D-Day invasion occurred on the 6th of June in 1944. The invasion of Europe began along a 50 mile stretch of the Norman-
dy coast. Despite a bad weather forecast, Allied Commander General Eisenhower decided to go on with Operation “Overlord”, the 
largest amphibious operation in history. 

          At 2:00 in the morning one British and two American airborne divisions dropped behind the beaches. At 6:30 that same morn-
ing, the Allies began landing on the Normandy beaches. By nightfall 50,000 American troops were ashore, with 6,500 casualties. The 
operation was carried out with over 4,000 invasion craft, supported by 600 warships and 11,000 planes. 

History ~ WWII ~ D-Day Invasion of Europe ~ June 6, 1944  

         On the 15th of June of that same year in the Pacific, the Saipan Campaign began. the Second and Fourth Marine Divisions land-
ed on Saipan, Marianas Islands, beginning a bloody 25 day campaign for control of the strategically important island. During the cam-
paign, the Japanese showed off their brand of fanatical fatalism with their banzai attacks and their traditional hara-kiri, “en masse”. 

          On June 19, 1944 the Battle of the Philippine Sea began. During the 2-day Naval engagement, Task Force 58, under Admiral 
Mitscher, American planes shot down 476 Japanese aircraft and with the help of U.S. submarines sank three big carriers. The Battle 
of the Philippine Sea marked the end of effective Japanese carrier power in the Pacific. 

          The Okinowa Campaign ended on 22 June, 1945. Admiral Spruance’s fleet wiped out the remnants of the Japanese Navy, 
American fighters and anti-aircraft guns knocked out more than 4,000 Japanese planes. Emperor Hirohito declared that Japan must 
find a way to end the war. The United States was now at Japan’s doorstep. The military leaders in Japan wanted to fight to then 
death, but Hirohito finally stepped up and took control of the military after two atomic bombs were dropped on Japan. 

          In 1948, in response to the Russian blockade of Berlin, the United States initiated the Berlin Airlift on June 25. Operation 
“Vittles” lasted 11 months and forced the Russians to lift the blockade. Thirty One Americans died during the airlift. The Soviets har-
assed the pilots with Russian Fighters performing maneuvers, to heavy searchlights, to electronic interference to get the C-47s off 
course and into Russian Territory to officially be able to shoot them down. By the time the blockade ended, a total of 276,926 sorties 
had been flown, 2.3 million tons of supplies delivered to Berlin and an island of freedom had been maintained. 

          In Korea, the North Koreans attacked and invaded the Republic of Korea (South Korea) on the 25th of June, 1950, and on June 
27, 1950 President Truman authorized the use of U.S. aircraft and warships against North Korea south of the 38th parallel, after the 
North Koreans invaded South Korea. The following day, Truman authorized MacArthur to use supportive ground units in Korea, and 
authorized the Air Force to conduct missions against specific targets in North Korea. By the end of the month Truman ordered a 
complete naval blockade of the Korean Coast. The fighting lasted until July 27, 1953, when an uneasy armistice was signed. 

 

This Month in Military History 
             In excess of 50,000 Americans lost their lives during this time. More than 8,000 are still listed as Missing In Action, and yes, 
to many it is a forgotten war. The daily news coverage was almost non-existent, compared to the daily barrage of film footage we saw 
during the Vietnam War. 

          There were two significant space walks that occurred in the month of June. The first occurred on June 3, 1964, with the first 
American to walk in space on the 63-orbit Gemini IV Mission. Air Force Majors James McDivitt and Edward White set an American 
space endurance record lasting 98 hours in space by a multi-man crew. White’s 21 minute extra vehicle activity established him as the 
first man to walk in space. 

          The second space walk event took place on June 3, 1966. NASA launched Gemini IX with astronauts Air Force Lt. Col. Thom-
as Stafford, command pilot and Lt. Comdr. Eugene Cernan, USN. Cernan walked in space for a then record breaking 2 hours and 9 
minutes. 

          During the Vietnam conflict, June 8, 1969 was the first time the troop levels were scaled down. President Nixon made his first 
move towards scaling down the war in Vietnam by announcing that 25,000 American troops would be withdrawn by August 31. 


