
VA participating in drug, plasma trials in fight against COVID-19 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today announced participation in a se-
ries of clinical trials and investigations across the nation aimed at finding ways to mitigate or potentially 
prevent symptoms of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in patients. 

The trials demonstrate the ability of VA — America’s largest integrated health care network that also 
maintains a significant capacity for research — to work with government and industry partners on a wide 
range of solutions during this national health crisis. 

“We’re in a position to do things that no one else in the world can do to improve the health of our Veter-
ans, the nation and the world,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “VA is bringing all of its expertise to bear 
during this crisis, and now we’re leading the way on research into pharmaceuticals and treatments that 
could improve the lives of thousands of patients.” 

VA’s most far-reaching effort is its cooperation with the Mayo Clinic, which is studying whether blood 
transfusions from people who recovered from COVID-19 can help those who are still suffering with 
symptoms. Plasma from COVID-19 survivors contains antibodies that may help current patients. 

In cooperation with this program, more than 60 of VA’s medical centers and clinics are prepared to per-
form transfusions of this plasma to COVID-19 patients. 

The Food and Drug Administration approved expanded access to convalescent plasma transfusions in 
April. Patients who are interested in this program can learn more here. 

VA researchers are developing other clinical trials that will offer even more opportunities for Veterans. 
Many are in the planning stage, and some are already enrolling volunteer participants. 

VA medical centers in Denver, New Orleans and Palo Alto, California have joined a clinical trial led by 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases that is assessing whether drugs such as Gilead Sci-
ences Inc., remdesivir are effective against COVID-19. Veterans who want to participate can contact VA 
in those cities or learn more here. 

In Atlanta, VA is working with Regeneron Pharmaceuticals to assess whether sarilumab, a drug normally 
taken to treat rheumatoid arthritis, may be an effective treatment. Veterans interested in this study can 
contact the Atlanta VA, and read more about the trial here. 

Additionally, VA will soon launch a study in parallel with the Department of Defense to better understand 
the epidemiology and clinical characteristics of COVID-19. That study is being coordinated by the Seattle 
VA Medical Center, with assistance from researchers in Durham, North Carolina; West Haven, Connecti-
cut; Boston and Palo Alto. 

Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony Cancelled! 

 Unfortunately with this Covid-19 pandemic, 

the Memorial Day parade and ceremony has 

been cancelled for this year. Although, please 

stay tuned to The Mount Vernon News and 

Veterans Services for news and check out our 

social media for Memorial Day info. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO SAFEGUARD YOUR DD214 

Your DD214, this piece of paper is your key to veteran’s 
healthcare, veterans’ benefits, VA home loans and membership 
to veterans’ organizations.  I’m sure there are many more ex-
amples, but I think you get the message on its importance.  
Now I’m sure that military members are told to go register 
this document with their local veterans service office and 
county recorder’s office, but this was not always the case with 
our older veterans.  We just took the 214 and stuck it in a 
drawer or box and forgot about it.  But, as luck would have it, 
when we needed it, guess what, it wasn’t there.  Now what, 
“Hey honey, do you know where my DD214 is?”  What was the 
response, “What is a DD214?”  Need I say more?  This piece of 
paper is the single most important document related to your 
military service.  We have had many folks come into the office 
for benefits with a copy of their Honorable Discharge certifi-
cate.  The only thing this certificate is good for is to put it in a 
frame and hang it on the wall.  What we recommend is that if 
you haven’t already done so, bring a copy of your DD214 to 
your local Veterans Service Office so we can make a copy and 

start a file on you.  We do this in case you would require and services through our office.  Also, go to your 
local County Recorder’s office so this document can be recorded.  They will copy the document, certify it 
and enter it into their library.  Once they are finished, they will return your document to you along with 
a certified copy for your records.  This is all accomplished free of charge to the veteran. 

If you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to contact our office or the County Record-
er’s office at 393-6755.  



VA is protecting and serving all of America 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today announced it is helping 38 states and territories with their 
response to the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), providing care, services and supplies to hundreds of non-Veterans in this 
time of uncertainty. 

In coordination with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), VA has deployed doctors, nurses and nursing aides to 
state-run nursing homes in several states where COVID-19 has emerged among vulnerable populations. 

Most recently, VA dispatched more than 80 medical professionals to 26 non-VA nursing homes in Florida. These employees have 
begun rotations at the facilities to deliver direct care and advice about controlling infectious diseases. 

The Florida mission follows an April 19-June 1 deployment of 90 VA nursing staff to two state-run nursing homes in New Jersey. VA 
has deployed staff to other state-run nursing homes in Alabama, Massachusetts and Tennessee, and is coordinating similar requests 
for help across the nation. 

The department’s experience in caring for more complex nursing home patients makes its nursing home workforce a valuable service 
during this national emergency. 

“Americans are coming together to fight COVID-19 in ways we haven’t seen since World War II and VA is proud to provide crucial 
support to non-Veteran nursing home residents around the country,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “Our ‘Fourth Mission’ is to 
serve all Americans in times of crisis and VA is here for the duration.” 

Also, in coordination with FEMA, VA has committed to opening 1,500 beds in VA facilities to treat COVID-19 patients and ease the 
stress that some local hospital networks are facing. 

During the last few weeks, the VA facility in Rhode Island cared for 7 community nursing home patients and the VA facility in Bed-
ford, Massachusetts cared for 10 state Veterans Home patients. 

Additionally, to help the U.S. Naval Ship Comfort close out its mission in New York, remaining patients were transferred and are 
being cared for by VA New York Harbor Health Care System and James J. Peters “Bronx” VA Medical Center. As part of VA’s 
Fourth Mission to help community hospitals with humanitarian patients through the COVID-19 pandemic, VA received 12 patients 
over the past few days: 11 patients are now being cared for by VA health care providers in Brooklyn and Manhattan, while the Bronx 
has accepted a Veteran patient from the ship. 

VA facilities in California, Mississippi, New Mexico and Texas have also taken in non-Veteran patients, and dozens of intensive care 
unit and medical/surgical beds have been made available in Illinois, Iowa, Louisiana, Michigan, New York, Oregon and Washington. 

The department is also aiding non-Veteran patients in American Samoa, California, Guam, Iowa, North Carolina and Texas. 

In addition to VA’s work with FEMA, VA is providing a range of services to Veterans and their families in more than a dozen states 
on its own. For example, VA’s Mobile Vet Centers are offering counseling services and outreach to health care workers, and screen-
ing assistance in Colorado, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Texas. In South Dakota, a Mobile Vet Center is providing blood drawing ser-
vices. 

VA is working with several other states on a range of services, such as the provision of masks and test kits, 
in Arizona, Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Kentucky, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, Neva-
da, NewMexico, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia and Wisconsin. 

States that require assistance from VA should request it through their local Department of Health and Human Services Regional 
Emergency Coordinator — part of FEMA’s National Response Coordination Center. Counties, cities and other municipalities should 
route all requests for federal support through their respective states. 

VA continues to encourage Veterans, staff members and their families to take precautions to protect against respiratory illnesses 
caused by COVID-19, the flu and the common cold, and to follow the guidance of their local and state health care and emergency 
management officials. 

VA names Brooks D. Tucker Acting Chief of Staff 

WASHINGTON – Today, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced Brooks D. Tucker will serve as VA’s acting 
chief of staff, effective April 30. 

He will remain in his current position as Assistant Secretary for the Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs (OCLA). 

“As our legislative point man, Brooks helped negotiate some of the most sweeping VA reform legislation in generations and he is an 
excellent choice to steer the VA ship as our chief of staff,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “Brooks understands the mission and 
we’re counting on his knowledge and dedication to make sure VA keeps improving for Veterans.” 

As OCLA’s leader, Tucker has overseen and coordinated VA’s activities and communication with members of Congress and advised 
the VA secretary on legislative matters. 

Before coming to VA, Tucker worked on Veteran policy development as part of President Trump’s transition team. From 2010 to 
2015, Tucker was a senior policy adviser to Sen. Richard Burr and the deputy staff director for the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Commit-
tee’s Republican staff. 

Tucker is a retired U.S. Marine Corps lieutenant colonel with more than 20 years of active and reserve service. 

VA expands access to virtual hearings 

Virtual hearings provide Veterans a new option to have their appeal heard 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Board of Veterans’ Appeals (Board) today 
announced it is expanding access to virtual hearings to all Veterans awaiting their Board hearing after 
successfully testing the capabilities during the last year.   

Virtual hearings are a secure, confidential and convenient option for Veterans and their representatives 
to have their Board hearing held from a location of their choosing. 

The Board moved quickly to put this option into place in response to COVID-19 and the temporary sus-
pension of in-person hearings. For Veterans who opted to have a hearing, choosing the virtual hearing 
will allow the Board to decide a Veteran’s appeal more quickly. 

Virtual hearings became a permanent option for Veterans, April 10, when President Trump signed the VA 
Tele-Hearing Modernization Act into law. To date, the Board has successfully held more than 640 virtu-
al hearings and has the capacity to hold 250 per week. There are many openings on the virtual hearing 
docket for Veterans and their representatives considering this option. 

“Providing Veterans the option to participate in their Board hearings from a location of their choosing is 
yet another way VA and the Board are continuing to modernize,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “This 
option helps VA ensure Veterans continue to receive important benefits and services, especially in these 
difficult times.” 


