
The military recognizes that military medals are often a cherished part of family history and makes 
replacement medals, decorations, and awards available to veterans or their next of kin if the veteran 
is no longer living or able to make the request on his or her own behalf. Requests for replacement 
medals, decorations, and awards should be made to the veteran’s respective branch of service, with 
the exception of Army and Air Force (including Army Air Corps) veterans; requests will be sent to 
the National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis where the records will be reviewed and veri-
fied. The center will then forward the requests to the respective service where the medal, decora-
tion, or award will be issued. 

The military won’t issue replacement medals or awards to just anyone. You typically need to be the veteran or next of 
kin  (NOK) to receive a replacement medal or decoration. NOK differs between services. 

    For the Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps & Coast Guard, the NOK is defined as: the un-remarried widow or widower, 
son, daughter, father, mother, brother or sister.   For the Army, the NOK is defined as: the surviving spouse, eldest child, father 
or mother, eldest sibling or eldest grandchild.  

 Replacement medals, decorations and awards should be requested on SF 180, Request Pertaining To Military Records. 
This form can be downloaded from www.va.gov/vaforms. You can fill out the form online or print the application and fill it out 
and mail it in.  Each request should be filled out neatly, and should include the veteran’s branch of service, social security number, 
dates of service, and it should be signed by the veteran or the next of kin if the veteran is incapacitated or deceased.  Supporting 
documentation such as discharge paperwork or the veterans DD 214 or other military records can help speed the process. In gen-
eral, requests made by the veteran are fulfilled at no cost. This includes requests made by family members who have the signed 
authorization of the veteran. There may be an associated fee for requests made by next of  kin, especially if the request involves 
archival records (records are considered archival records 62 years after the veteran’s date of separation from military service).  
However, you would be able to purchase these from commercial sources. We have a non endorsed list of commercial vendors in 
the office.  As always if you require assistance with any forms please contact the office.  We can also assist you with your request 
for your archived military records. 

Knox County Joint Veterans 

They stand guard silently, vigi-

lantly through whatever Mother 

Nature dares throw at them. They 

do so with great pride to honor 

one of their own. And they do 

this without thought of payment. 

For them, honoring a fallen 

brother-in-arms is compensation 

enough. 

The Knox County Joint Veterans Council is located at 
the Knox County Veterans Service Office located at 
411 Pittsburgh Ave. Mount Vernon, Ohio. The post 
conducts regular meetings on the third Thursday of 
each month. The meeting time is 7:30 P.M. Contact 
the Veterans Service Office for membership infor-
mation on the JVC. 



VA receives funding from the US Postal Service for PTSD research 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today, during national Post-traumatic 
Stress Awareness (PTSD) month, VA’s National Center for PTSD will fund more research about PTSD. 

This is thanks to the proceeds from the Healing PTSD semipostal stamp, which was issued in December 2019 by the 
U.S. Postal Service. 

More than 7 million stamps were sold from December 2019 to May, garnering upwards of $717,000 which have been 

disbursed to VA. 

“Thanks to the millions of Americans who purchased the Healing PTSD stamp, VA will continue to study, create aware-

ness, educate and develop policies which better the lives of Veterans with PTSD,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. 

“The stamp not only raises awareness about PTSD but will provide funding for needed research and education about 

trauma and PTSD treatment.” 

Anyone who has seen or gone through a traumatic event, such as war, sexual assault or a serious accident, can devel-

op PTSD. As a result, they may experience problems sleeping, trouble concentrating, recurrent dreams about the trau-

ma, intense reactions to reminders of the trauma, disturbances in relationships and/or isolation. However, PTSD can be 

treated. 
VA offers personalized effective treatments for PTSD including talk therapy and medication. During PTSD Awareness 
Month and all year round, VA encourages Veterans to find out more about PTSD and treatment. 

This initiative is aligned to the President’s Roadmap to Empower Veterans and End a National Tragedy of Suicide
(PREVENTS), a nationwide plan to raise awareness about mental health, connect Veterans and others at risk of suicide 
to federal and local resources. 

For more information about PTSD, visit www.ptsd.va.gov. 

If you or someone you know is having thoughts of suicide, contact the Veterans Crisis Line to receive free, confidential 
support and crisis intervention available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. Call 1-800-273-8255 and 
Press 1, text to 838255, or chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat. 

VA launches COVID-19 screening tool 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today the launching of a digital COVID-19 screening 
tool to streamline Veteran access to medical care during the coronavirus pandemic. 

The tool, designed with Veteran and staff input, enables the screening of more than 10,000 people each day. 

Veterans, their caregivers and VA health care employees can use this tool on their mobile phones before entering facilities. It takes 

less than a minute to complete and helps reduce wait times, lowers exposure risk and eases patient stress. It also helps Veterans 

gain confidence with increased digital interactions as part of their VA health care experience.   

“This screening tool emphasizes the ongoing importance of VA’s investment in digital modernization, as it went from initial concept to 

national availability in less than two weeks,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “In addition to providing a broad range of innovations 

and improvements that significantly benefit the Veterans we serve; our culture of innovation allows us to respond quickly to urgent 

and evolving needs.” 

To protect patients and staff, VA screens everyone for coronavirus symptoms and exposure each time they enter a health facility. VA 

staff uses the information received to direct people to either enter the building or go to a designated area for additional screening. 

Veterans, caregivers and staff can use the tool by texting the word “SCREEN” to 53079 or scan a dedicated QR code with their mo-

bile phone to get a link to the tool. They then answer a series of simple questions and share their results at the VA facility entrance. 
For more about VA efforts to meet Veteran and staff needs during the coronavirus pandemic, visit VA.gov coronavirus 
FAQs and VA’s public health response. 

American Ex-Prisoners  
of War Department of Ohio 
10070 Larimer Road 
Logan, OH 43138 
(740) 385-8995 

  

Disabled American Veterans De-
partment of Ohio 
35 E. Chestnut Street 
5th Floor, Suite 503 
Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 221-3582 
(614) 221-4822 (fax) 
mrstith@aol.com 

  

Ohio National Guard Association 
1299 Virginia Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43212 
(614) 486-4186 

American Gold Star Mothers Con-
tact: Mrs. Rebecca Frank 
(513) 309-1162 
bfrank@roadrunner.com 

  

Gold Star Wives of America, Inc. 
Contact: Verneeta Heard 
hdalemar1@aol.com 

  

Team Red, White & Blue Columbus 
Chapter 
Contact: Robin Muskopf 
Columbus@TeamRWB.org 

American Legion Department of 
Ohio 
60 Big Run Road 
P.O. Box 8007 
Delaware, OH 43015 
(740) 362-7478 
(740) 362-1429 (fax) 
legion@ohiolegion.com 

Jewish War Veterans 
 5519 Naiche Road 
Columbus, OH 43213 

Tristate Veterans  
 
Community Alliance (TVCA) 2400 
Reading Road 
Suite 210 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
(513) 845-6822 
info@tristatevca.org 

AMVETS Department of Ohio 
1395 E. Dublin Granville Road 
Suite 222 
Columbus, OH 43229 
(614) 431-6990 
(614) 431-6991 (fax) 
(800) OH-AMVET 
admin@ohamvets.org 

Korean War Veterans Association 
3296 Blueacres Drive 
Cincinnati, OH 45239 
(513) 923-4920 
President: Robert McGeorge 
KWVMac1220@aol.com 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 35 E. 
Chestnut Street 
5th Floor, Suite 506 
Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 224-1838 
(614) 224-3861 (fax) 
vfwdohio@ameritech.net 

Army and Navy Union  
USA, Inc. Department of Ohio 
2362 Earl Street 
Niles, OH 44446 
(330) 652-8746 

  

Marine Corps League 35 E. Chest-
nut Street 
5th Floor, Suite 504 
Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 464-1775 
adjutant@mclohio.org 

Vietnam Veterans of America Buck-
eye Council 
35 E. Chestnut Street 
5th Floor, Suite 501 
Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 228-0188 
(614) 228-2711 (fax) 

Ohio Chapter of the Blue Star Moth-
ers of America, Inc. 
Contact: Dawn Woodings 
ohbsmpres@yahoo.com 

  

Military Officers Association  
of America Ohio Council of Chap-
ters 
483 Hunt Valley Drive 
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 
(614) 864-8165 
mccoyjc1@aol.com 

Women's Army Corps  
Veterans Association Columbus 
Chapter 
Contact: Carolyn Phillips, Pres. 
sgtmom@horizonview.net 
(740) 774-1056 

Catholic War Veterans Department 
of Ohio 
35 E. Chestnut Street 
5th Floor, Suite 510 
Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 221-7601 
(614) 221-0278 (fax) 
ohiocwv@sbcglobal.net 

  

Military Order of  
 
the Purple Heart Department of 
Ohio 
35 E. Chestnut Street 
5th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 228-8250 
(614) 228-7290 (fax) 
ohio-purpleheart@earthlink.net 
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