
VA expands funding for emergency response for Veterans experiencing or at risk of homelessness during 
COVID-19 pandemic 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today announced it is allocating an additional $400 million of 
its coronavirus relief funding to enhance the department’s emergency relief response for Veterans experiencing or at risk of homeless-
ness during the coronavirus pandemic. 

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) allocated $17.2 billion for the Veterans Health Administration 
of which $700 million is devoted to expanding services for and addressing the challenges faced by Veterans who are homeless or at 
risk of homelessness.  

“The additional allocation of CARES Act funding will support the continuity of care of vulnerable Veterans during the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “With this additional funding, VA’s Homeless Programs Office can provide more 
homeless prevention assistance and emergency housing to make it possible for Veterans to maintain appropriate physical distancing 
and to ensure they are living in safe conditions.”     

The newly allocated funds will be used for the Supportive Services for Veteran Families Program (SSVF). SSVF offers several ways to 
secure housing for Veterans experiencing or at risk of homelessness. 

In total, $602 million of coronavirus relief funding has now been allocated for this program, which will also help the Housing and Ur-
ban Development-VA Supportive Housing Program place Veterans in safe housing to isolate them from the virus. 

Other coronavirus relief funding devoted to providing emergency shelter and supportive services for Veterans includes $88 million 
for the Grant and Per Diem Program and $10 million for the Health Care for Homeless Veterans Program. 

VA is hosting a national webinar July 17 to support budgeting and planning for grantees of the SSVF funding. Learn more about how 
VA is working to protect Veterans during the COVID-19 pandemic and about VA’s homeless programs. 

Study shows VA surgical care better than or equal to non-VA hospitals 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today announced VA hospitals outperform or match 
neighboring non-VA hospitals in surgical quality and overall patient safety satisfaction. 

The finding comes from a study conducted by VA and university researchers that was published June 26, in the Journal of 
Surgical Research. 

“The prospect of having surgery can be stressful,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “For Veterans, who often have choices 
in where they receive care, it is in their best interest to make fully informed health care decisions. This study provides val-
uable information when faced with such an important choice.”  

Researchers at the White River Junction VA Medical Center in Vermont and the Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in 
New Hampshire completed the study. They identified VA medical centers with at least one non-VA hospital within 25 
miles in three U.S. regions: West-Southwest, New England and Deep South. 

With a sample of 34 VA facilities and 319 neighboring non-VA hospitals, the researchers used benchmarks created by 
the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. They also used scores from the Hospital Consumer Assessment of 
Healthcare Providers and Systems. The results showed VA facilities performed better or as good as non-VA hospitals in 
overall patient safety indicators (PSIs), which measure potential hospital complications and adverse events following sur-
geries and other procedures. VA hospitals performed much better in surgery specific PSIs. 

The researchers also found VA and non-VA hospitals were about equal in patient satisfaction with overall hospital experi-
ence. 

The data was collected from Hospital Compare, a publicly available database that helps consumers decide where to seek 
health care. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services runs the database. 

VA and partner agencies announce COVID-19 Insights Partnership 

WASHINGTON — Today, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), along with the Departments of Energy (DOE) and 
Health and Human Services (HHS) announced the formation of the COVID-19 Insights Partnership, an initiative to coordinate and 
share health data as well as research and expertise to aid in the fight against COVID-19. 

The COVID-19 Insights Partnership creates a framework for VA and HHS to utilize DOE’s world-leading high-performance compu-
ting (HPC) and artificial intelligence resources to conduct COVID-19 research and analyze health data that would otherwise not be 
possible. 

“Veterans served this country by putting on the uniform and protecting American interests overseas and now their health data will 
help in the fight against COVID-19 here at home,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “President Trump is marshalling all the re-
sources he has available in the federal government to fight the virus and Veterans should be proud of the role they’re playing.” 

“The Department of Energy is proud to be a member of the COVID-19 Insights Partnership,” said Secretary of Energy Dan Brouil-
lette. “Our nation’s understanding of COVID-19 has already benefitted greatly from our world-leading high-performance computing 
and artificial intelligence resources and we look forward to continuing our coordination across federal departments and agencies in 
the fight against this virus.” 

“This unprecedented data and computing partnership is the latest addition to President Trump’s whole-of-government effort against 
COVID-19,” said HHS Secretary Alex Azar. “The volume and quality of the data HHS has on COVID-19 has advanced by leaps and 
bounds in recent months. The Department of Energy’s world-class resources will help us derive new insights from the data we gather 
to help patients and protect our country.” 

Research and analysis conducted by the COVID-19 Insights Partnership will focus on vaccine and therapeutic development and out-
comes, virology and other critical scientific topics to understand COVID-19 better. HHS and VA will provide additional updates and 
information on research projects as it becomes available. 

Summit, the United States’ fastest supercomputer, located at DOE’s Oak Ridge National Laboratory, is accelerating COVID-19 re-
search by running large scale, complex analyses on a vast amount of health data. Summit’s unmatched capacity to analyze massive 
integrated datasets and divine insights will help researchers identify and advance potential treatments and enhance outcomes for 
COVID-19 patients with unprecedented speed. 

The partnership expands upon recent efforts by the Trump Administration to leverage cutting-edge technologies in the fight against 
COVID-19, such as the COVID-19 High Performance Computing Consortium, which provides researchers worldwide with HPC 
resources and expertise from leading industry, Federal Government, and academia partners to accelerate the COVID-19 vaccine and 
therapeutic research. 

VA health care first to have Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services codes for chaplain care 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today announced it has been approved to establish 
three new Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS) codes for chaplain spiritual care. 

The new Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) health care settings provide 15-minute sessions each for chap-
lain pastoral and spiritual assessment services, individual counseling and group therapy. 

This is the first time an organization has been granted these independent health care codes created for use by their clinical 
chaplains in a stand-alone setting. 

“VA’s chaplain spiritual care is highly integrated into the total care and treatment program for Veterans,” said VA Secre-
tary Robert Wilkie. “The clinically trained chaplains provide in-depth assessment, evaluation and treatment of patients 
who often have many different physical, social, mental and spiritual needs.” 

The new HCPCS codes further enable a comprehensive bio-psycho-social-spiritual approach. They facilitate outlining a 
patient’s intrinsic and extrinsic spirituality, spiritual preference, practices and health, coping mechanisms and well-being. 
This ultimately helps with goal development of spiritual care unique to a patient’s needs and family/caregiver support. 

VA chaplains also provide consultation, counseling and support to family members, caregivers and VA staff. 




