
The Knox County Joint Veterans Council 
are looking for volunteers!!! 

They stand guard silently, vigilantly through whatever Mother 

Nature dares throw at them. They do so with great pride to honor 

one of their own. And they do this without thought of payment. 

For them, honoring a fallen brother-in-arms is compensation 

enough. 

For the families of the deceased soldier, they are the ever-

watchful sentinels, and their selfless act is a much-appreciated 

tribute. 

The Knox County Joint Veterans Council is located at the Knox County 
Veterans Service Office located at 105 E Chestnut St. Mount Vernon, 
Ohio. The post conducts regular meetings on the third Thursday of each 
month. The meeting time is 7:00 P.M. Contact Carol Riley @ 

 740-504-3264 if you are interested in volunteering. Thank you! 

Tabasco bottles make a glorious return to the MRE 

  

Everyone knows Tabasco is the best part of an MRE, apart from the jalapeño cheddar cheese spread. But for 
the last decade, there has been a void in the meals, and our hearts. In 2011, the U.S. military did away with 
the infamous tiny Tabasco bottles, which served as much as a novelty as a flavor force multiplier, in favor of 
ketchup-style packets.  But no more. 

The Army’s Combat Feeding Division brought back the beloved Tabasco bottle. 

In 2019, the division found that the pouch packaging material that was used for the hot sauce was no longer 
available for purchase, Julie Smith, Senior Food Technologist with the Combat Feeding Division told Military 
Times. 

“No other commercially available pouch materials have been able to contain the hot sauce without pitting 
and delamination of the pouch material,” Smith said. “As a result, a decision was made to revert back to the 
bottled hot sauce.” And even though the bottle cost is higher, the enjoyment troops get from the compact 
spice containers is worth the premium. 

Tabasco’s inclusion in military rations unofficially dates back to 1966, when Walter McIlhenny, a Marine and 
grandson of the hot sauce mogul Edmund McIlhenny, tapped into the military market with a C-ration cook-
book called ‘No Food Is Too Good for the Man Up Front.’ The little cookbook came with a 2-ounce Tabasco 
bottle, clothed in waterproof camouflage packaging, making it the perfect care package gift for soldiers in Vi-
etnam. “The cookbook often called for ingredients we did not have, but the bottle of Tabasco sauce was al-
ways ready to aid any crappy 1968 C-ration dish,” said Chris Woelk, who served in Vietnam from 1968 to 
1969, according to the National Museum of American History. 

In 1990, the military made the decision to add the fan favorite 1/8-ounce Tabasco bottles to MREs until they 
were retired in favor of the packets in 2011. “Your product has always been in demand by troops in the field,” 
wrote legendary Army Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf in a 1991 letter to the McIlhenny Company. “I have enjoyed 
spicing up my own rations with your pepper sauce for many years.” 

Troops can expect to see start seeing the bottles in their MREs any day now, as they began being added in 
2019. 

 

https://www.militarytimes.com/off-duty/military-culture/2022/03/17/tabasco-bottles-make-a-glorious-return-to-the-mre/ 
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 The littoral combat ship Milwaukee transits the Panama Canal, March 10, 2022.  

     Pictures of the Month 

A soldier assigned to the 2nd Cavalry Regiment walks through smoke during a training exercise at Military Training Area Lest, 
Slovakia, March 8, 2022. The exercise, which includes participation from 13 NATO allied and partner nations, is designed to 
show NATO's collective capabilities to operate under austere conditions and demonstrate collective strength.  

An Air Force B-52H Stratofortress assigned to the 69th Bomb Squadron at RAF Fairford, England, flies over the Alpine 
Mountains, March 7, 2022 


