
The Knox County Joint Veterans Council 
are looking for volunteers!!! 

They stand guard silently, vigilantly through whatever Mother 

Nature dares throw at them. They do so with great pride to 

honor one of their own. And they do this without thought of 

payment. For them, honoring a fallen brother-in-arms is 

compensation enough. 

For the families of the deceased soldier, they are the ever-

watchful sentinels, and their selfless act is a much-

appreciated tribute. 

The Knox County Joint Veterans Council is located at the Knox County 
Veterans Service Office located at 105 E Chestnut St. Mount Vernon, 
Ohio. The post conducts regular meetings on the third Thursday of each 
month. The meeting time is 7:00 P.M. Contact Carol Riley @  

740-504-3264 if you are interested in volunteering. Thank you! 

USS Benfold transits Taiwan Strait, a move China calls a provocation 

The destroyer transited through the Taiwan Strait on Tuesday through international waters 
and in accordance with international maritime law, according to the U.S. 7th Fleet. “The 
ship transited through a corridor in the Strait that is beyond the territorial sea of any 
coastal State,” the 7th Fleet said in a statement. “The ship’s transit through the Taiwan 
Strait demonstrates the United States’ commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific.” 
 
The Benfold also conducted another freedom of navigation operation near the Spratly Is-
lands on July 16. Additionally, the destroyer conducted a freedom of navigation operation 
in the South China Sea near the Paracel Islands on July 13, causing the Chinese government 
to claim it monitored and drove away the ship. But the 7th Fleet said that the Chinese state-
ment was the “latest in a long string of [People’s Republic of China] actions to misrepresent 
lawful U.S. maritime operations.” 
 

In response to Tuesday’s transit, Beijing accused the U.S. of eroding peace and stability in 
the region. “The frequent provocations and showing off by the United States fully demon-
strate that the United States is a destroyer of peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait and a 
maker of security risks in the Taiwan Strait,” the People’s Liberation Army’s Eastern Thea-
ter Command said in a statement, according to Reuters. “Theater forces remain on high 
alert at all times and resolutely defend national sovereignty and territorial integrity. ”China, 
which considers Taiwan part of its territory, has issued similar statements when U.S. war-
ships have previously transited through the Taiwan Strait. For example, China said the de-
stroyer Milius’ transit through the Taiwan Strait in November was impairing regional sta-
bility and peace. The Benfold is assigned to the Reagan carrier strike group.The carri-
er deployed from Yokosuka, Japan, in May and moved into the South China Sea for the first 
time during the deployment last week to conduct flight operations with fixed and rotary-
wing aircraft, maritime strike exercises and coordinated tactical training with surface and 
air units. 
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/07/20/uss-benfold-transits-taiwan-strait-a-move-china-calls-
provocative/ 

 

 

 

 

 

22nd Annual   
Veterans Picnic 

Saturday August 13, 2022 

 

Ariel Foundation Park 

Event Center 

(at the smoke stack) 

 11am—12:30ish  
 

All Knox County veterans and their families are in-
vited for an afternoon of fun!! There will be food, 
drink, music, and a door prize raffle for Veterans. 

 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-china-defence-idAFKBN2OV043
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/07/13/uss-ronald-reagan-moves-into-south-china-sea-for-the-first-time-this-year/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/05/20/ronald-reagan-carrier-strike-group-deploys-from-yokosuka/


Navy Lt. Amanda Lee was named alongside five other officers as the newest members of the 
2023 Show Season for the Blue Angels. 

Lee, a native of Mounds View, Minnesota, will join the ranks of countless other women who 
have served in other capacities with the Blue Angels for the last 55 years, the Navy said in a 
press release. She will serve the Blue Angels alongside three other women currently on the 
team serving as a flight surgeon, public affairs officer and event coordinator. 
Lee, who is currently assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron 106, also has another notable first 
attached to her resume. She participated in the first all-female flyover in 2019 as part of the 
funeral service for retired Capt. Rosemary Mariner, the first woman to command a naval 
aviation squadron. 
“When I come into the ready room right now, I’m a pilot first, a person second, and my gen-
der really isn’t an issue,” Lee said in a Navy press release at the time. “It’s people like Capt. 
Mariner that have paved that way for us, so it’s really a huge honor. I’m super humbled to 
be a part of this flyover in her honor.” 

Navy and Marine jet pilots with an aircraft carrier qualification and a minimum of 1,250 
tactical jet flight-hours are eligible to fly jets Number 2 through 7, while Number 8 is re-
served for a naval flight officer or naval aviator who has finished their first tour. 
Marine pilots selected to fly the C-130J Hercules aircraft, affectionately called “Fat Albert,” 
must be an aircraft commander with at least 1,200 flight hours. There are currently 17 offic-
ers serving with the Blue Angels, according to the team’s website. 

The new Angels will report to the squadron in September and, after the completion of the 
2022 show season, will complete an intensive five-month training program at NAS Pen-
sacola and Naval Air Facility El Centro, California, in preparation for next year’s show sea-
son. 
“We had an overwhelming number of applicants from all over the globe this year,” com-
manding officer and flight leader of the Blue Angels, Capt. Brian Kesselring said. “We look 
forward to training our fantastic new team members, passing on the torch, and watching 
the incredible things this team will accomplish in 2023.” 

Also selected in addition to Lee were Lt. Cmdr. Thomas Zimmerman, F/A-18E/F Super 
Hornet pilot; Lt. Cmdr. Brian Vaught, events coordinator; Lt. Cmdr. Greg Jones, mainte-
nance officer; Lt. Philippe Warren, flight surgeon; and Marine Corps Capt. Samuel Petko, C-
130 Demonstration Pilot. 
“The mission of the Blue Angels is to showcase the teamwork and professionalism of the 
United States Navy and Marine Corps through flight demonstrations and community out-
reach while inspiring a culture of excellence and service to country,” the Navy said in the 
press release. 
 
 
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/07/20/blue-angels-names-first-female-pilot-in-squadrons-
history/ 

           Blue Angels names first female F/A-18 pilot in squadron’s history   Pictures of the Month 

Marines with 2nd Air-Naval Gunfire Liason Company and 2nd Radio Battalion, both with II Marine Expeditionary Force Information Group, call 
in close air support during a training exercise at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.  (Sgt. Stephen Campbell/Marine Corps)  

 A "fireball" detonation marks the mass re-enlistment of soldiers with the Division Special Troops Battalion, 3rd Division Sustainment Brigade and 

541st Combat Sustainment Support Battalion on an explosive ordnance disposal range at Camp Buehring, Kuwait, Sept. 8. (Spc. Elorina Santos/
Army  

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/425187/blue-angels-select-officers-2023-show-season
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/navys-famed-blue-angels-aerial-acrobatics-team-selects-first-female-pi-rcna38695
https://www.blueangels.navy.mil/team/default.htm
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/425187/blue-angels-select-officers-2023-show-season

