The Knox County Joint Veterans Council
are looking for volunteers!!!

Knox County Veterans Services presents 13th Annual
“Ride To Remember”

The Knox County Joint Veterans Council is located at the Knox County
Veterans Service Office located at 105 E Chestnut St. Mount Vernon,
Ohio. The post conducts regular meetings on the third Thursday of each
month. The meeting time is 7:00 P.M. Contact Carol Riley @
740-504-3264 if you are interested in volunteering. Thank you!
They stand guard silently, vigilantly through whatever Mother
Nature dares throw at them. They do so with great pride to
honor one of their own. And they do this without thought of
payment. For them, honoring a fallen brother-in-arms is
compensation enough.
For the families of the deceased soldier, they are the everwatchful sentinels, and their selfless act is a muchappreciated tribute.

Army medical troops helped save Peruvian sailors after fire broke out
U.S. Army medical teams helped manage the aftermath of a fire that broke out in July on a Peruvian ship
participating in the Rim of the Pacific naval exercise in Hawaii.
The Peruvian Navy corvette Guise was the only ship the nation sent this year to RIMPAC, the largest international maritime exercise. After its engine room caught fire on July 17, two sailors with burns covering up to
75% of their bodies had to be medically evacuated to Tripler Army Medical Center in Honolulu, Hawaii.
“The initial call came in around 10 a.m. to the Tripler Emergency Department and from there we began opening the appropriate lines on communication to ensure that we were prepared to receive these patients,” said Sgt. 1st Class John Lambe, NCO in charge of Tripler’s emergency department, in an Army news
release.
Tripler assembled two trauma teams made up of surgeons, emergency room physicians, nurses, medics,
radiology, blood bank, and respiratory therapists, according to the Army release.
Cmdr. Sean Robertson previously told Defense News in a statement that reports of the fire and potential injuries were received at about 8:40 a.m. in Hawaii, and that the blaze was extinguished at approximately 1:40
p.m.
The two sailors were first evacuated from the ship by a French helicopter to the U.S. Coast Guard cutter
Midgett and later to the U.S. Navy aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln, Robertson told Defense News. Then a
Navy helicopter brought them ashore.
After the two sailors were stabilized, they were brought to Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio for
long-term treatment.
“This emergency underscores the importance of the close relationships that we have here in Hawaii between
the community hospitals and the military,” said U.S. Army Col. Bill Soliz, Tripler’s commander. “The close
coordination in this case ensured we were able to provide necessary medical care to a partner nation.”
An MQ-9A Reaper drone also helped respond to the incident by communicating intelligence on the rescue
effort, an Air Force press release said earlier in August.
“By about 40-50 miles out, we could kind of see where the ship was,” said the Reaper pilot, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Jonathan Overy. “We were using our infrared camera, which makes any heat signatures stick out, especially on the water and with the ship. You could really see that the hull below the deck was a lot hotter and
a lot brighter than everything else.”
Twenty-six nations, 38 ships, four submarines, more than 170 aircraft and 25,000 personnel participated in
RIMPAC from June 29 to Aug. 4 in and around the Hawaiian Islands and Southern California.
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2022/08/24/army-medical-troops-helped-save-sailors-on-peruvian-ship/

Gather at The Veterans Services Office, at 105 East Chestnut St (rear parking lot) for a time of fellowship/
thoughts.

Gather - Saturday Sept 10th 2022 10:00-10:45am
Kickstands up at 11:00am, ride to The Ohio Fallen Hero’s Memorial in Sunbury .
See our Facebook page for more details
This is a short ride, as it is intended to remember the events of 9-11 and spend time visiting the memorial.

This ride is open to ALL riders (not just veterans) who enjoy the freedoms this country has to offer and
will use this time as a “Ride to Remember”

Marines look back 1 year after the Abbey Gate attack
Cpl. Wyatt J. Wilson watched the flood of Afghans seeking refuge bottlenecked outside Abbey Gate at Kabul’s Hamid
Karzai International Airport in the hot, late August 2021 days leading up to the end of America’s longest war.
He and his fellow Marines scanned the perimeter, pushing back those who didn’t clear security, sometimes taking babies
handed over barbed wire into the safe zone.
Maj. Benjamin F. Sutphen had been running nonstop starting in March 2021 to put plans -together, move equipment and
people out of Afghanistan as the withdrawal at the end of the month fast approached. Another 2,000 Marines with Special
Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force Crisis Response 21.2 conducted around the clock operations along with troops
from each of the other services.
Thousands needed help as the clock ticked. Then, on Aug. 26, 2021, a coordinated bombing attack at Abbey Gate brought
tragedy to the task force. Kabul had fallen 11 days before. But the Taliban, who controlled the city, were allowing the
Americans to leave.
It was Islamic State terrorists who triggered two suicide bomb devices. A later investigation would show that a 20-pound
bomb exploded near Wilson and Sutphen, spraying the crowd with 5 mm ball bearings. The blast threw Wilson, a G Company team leader with 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, into the air and pelted him with shrapnel. The ball bearings
and debris struck and wounded Sutphen too.
Despite their wounds and grisly scenes of fellow Marines and Afghans dead and dying in piles around them, they both recovered and kept helping. Wilson dragged a critically wounded Marine to safety, which “undoubtedly saved the life” of
that Marine as he refused care for his own “life-threatening wounds,” according to official documents.
Also wounded, Sutphen coordinated evacuation of the injured and directed security as chaos ripped through the bloody
scene.
The major, also with 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, later told CBS News that, given the mission, there was little that could
have been done differently.
“The mission was evacuating people,” Stuphen said. “We have to keep that road open. There was not a lot we could change
about that situation. It was the mission, and we executed it.”
In all, 13 U.S. troops died — 11 Marines, one Navy corpsman and one Army staff sergeant. The blast killed as many as
170 Afghans. The Abbey Gate bombing ranks as one of the highest losses of U.S. military members in the Afghanistan War
in a single incident alongside the 2011 Extortion 17 mission, when enemy forces shot down a CH-47D Chinook helicopter
and killed 29 U.S. troops.
The same day as the attack, Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. David Berger directly acknowledged the tragic incident while speaking at a Navy Cross ceremony at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, for a Marine Raider being honored for
2020 actions against ISIS in Iraq. “Freedom comes at a cost,” Berger said. “The next hours … will be chaotic, will be tough
for those units, for those families, I think the best we can do from where we sit in North Carolina is send them our prayers.”
In separate statements, both Berger and Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps Troy Black offered condolences.
“Though their loss was in great service to our Nation, I join every Marine and Sailor who vows to carry on their legacy
and remember their sacrifice,” Black wrote.
Berger wrote, “These fallen heroes answered the call to go into harm’s way to do the honorable work of helping others.
We are proud of their service and deeply saddened by their loss.”
Wilson and Sutphen both received Bronze Star Medals with combat “V” awards, for their actions in Afghanistan. Those are
the highest known awards presented related to the withdrawal.
Thirty-seven Marines and sailors in the operation received Purple Hearts and 313 received Combat Action Ribbons in connection with Operation Allies Refuge, Marine Corps Manpower and Reserve Affairs spokesman Maj. Jordan Cochran
shared in an email.
Officials credit the operation with evacuating as many as 124,000 U.S. citizens, Afghans and citizens of other nations, helping them escape brutal Taliban rule. The airport’s Abbey Gate alone flowed 33,000 evacuees through its position.
At a Sept. 8, 2021, memorial ceremony for troops lost in the Abbey Gate attack, Capt. Geoff Ball, then commanding officer of 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment’s Ghost Company, saw that even with the terrible loss, the Marines executed
their mission.

Pictures of the Month

An Army UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter assigned to the 1st Squadron, 214th General Support Aviation Battalion, 12th Combat Aviation Brigade
conducts overwater training at Tampere, Finland, Aug. 4, 2022

Marines participate in a launch and recovery exercise with the USS New Orleans in the Philippine Sea, Aug. 6, 2022.

