
The Knox County Joint Veterans Council 
are looking for volunteers!!! 

They stand guard silently, vigilantly through whatever Mother 

Nature dares throw at them. They do so with great pride to 

honor one of their own. And they do this without thought of 

payment. For them, honoring a fallen brother-in-arms is 

compensation enough. 

For the families of the deceased soldier, they are the ever-

watchful sentinels, and their selfless act is a much-

appreciated tribute. 

The Knox County Joint Veterans Council is located at the Knox County 
Veterans Service Office located at 105 E Chestnut St. Mount Vernon, 
Ohio. The post conducts regular meetings on the third Thursday of each 
month. The meeting time is 7:00 P.M. Contact Carol Riley @ 

 740-504-3264 if you are interested in volunteering. Thank you! 

The National Guard claims to be facing stiff competition in recruitment from the private sec-
tor. And while that notion may bring to mind high-paying STEM jobs at major companies like 
Google, Apple, IBM and the like, it is a more surprising industry that has drawn the particular 
ire of Guard officials: Fast food. 

“It’s Wendy’s,” Nevada Guard Command Sgt. Maj. Marco Irenze said. “It’s Carl’s Jr. It’s eve-
ry job a young person goes up against, because they’re offering the same incentives that we 
are right now.” 

While the Army National Guard has crossed the baseline threshold for recruitment this year by 
a margin of 699 soldiers, things on the Air side aren’t going as well in the war against Wen-
dy’s. “This is the most challenging recruiting environment the Department of Defense has 
probably ever faced,” said Col. Anthony Pasquale, division chief of Air National Guard re-
cruiting and retention. “Projections for where we’ll land, we could land anywhere from 3,000 
to 4,000 short.” 

Guard officials cited competitive wages and schedule flexibility in private industry as a major 
hindrance in the recruitment process. Whereas covering the cost of education through Veterans 
Affairs programs was formerly a huge incentive to join the military, companies like Wendy’s 
now offer tuition reimbursement as well. 

And of course, employees also benefit from food discounts on such tasty dishes as the Ba-
conator, an item considered significantly more pleasurable than MREs or chow hall dishes. 

Stay (chocolate) Frosty. 

                           Sir, this is a Wendy’s: CSM says recruiting hurt by fast food industry 

UK village marks 80th anniversary of fight against US Army racism 

 

BAMBER BRIDGE, England — The village of Bamber Bridge in northwestern England is proud of the blow it 
struck against racism in the U.S. military during World War II. When an all-Black truck regiment was stationed 
there, residents refused to accept the segregation ingrained in the U.S. Army. Ignoring pressure from British 
and American authorities, pubs welcomed the GIs, local women chatted and danced with them, and English 
soldiers drank alongside men they saw as allies in the war. But simmering tensions between Black sol-
diers and white military police exploded on June 24, 1943, when a dispute outside a pub escalated into a 
night of gunfire. Private William Crossland was killed and dozens of soldiers from the truck regiment faced 
court martial. When Crossland’s niece learned about the circumstances of her uncle’s death, she called for a 
new investigation to uncover how he died. 

The community has chosen to focus on its stand against segregation as it commemorates the 80th anniver-
sary of what’s now known as the Battle of Bamber Bridge and America reassesses its past treatment of Black 
men and women in the armed forces. “It’s a sense of pride that there was no bigotry towards (the soldiers),” 
said Valerie Fell, who was just 2 in 1943 but whose family ran Ye Olde Hob Inn, the 400-year-old thatched-
roof pub where the conflict started. “They deserved the respect of the uniform that they were wearing.’’ Black 
soldiers accounted for about 10% of the American troops in Britain during the war. Serving in segregated 
units led by white officers, most were relegated to non-combat roles such as driving trucks. U.S. authorities 
tried to extend those policies beyond their bases, asking pubs and restaurants to separate the races. Bamber 
Bridge, then home to about 6,800 people, wasn’t the only place to resist. In a country then almost entirely 
white, there was no tradition of segregation. What’s different about it was the desire of local people to pre-
serve their story, said Alan Rice, co-director of the Institute for Black Atlantic Research at the University of 
Central Lancashire. “If you’re fighting fascism, which these people were, it’s ludicrous, absolutely ludicrous, 
that the U.S. Army (were) encouraging a form of fascism — segregation,” Rice said. Clinton Smith, head of 
the Black history group in nearby Preston, wants people to look more closely at what happened. The history 
“just can’t be allowed to wither on the vine.” 

Despite their friendships with the GIs, villagers weren’t able to head off the violence when Black soldiers, frus-
trated by their treatment and angry about race riots in Detroit, faced off with military police outfitted with ba-
tons and sidearms. On that hot June night, Private Eugene Nunn was sitting at the Hob Inn bar when a white 
military police officer threatened to arrest him for wearing the wrong uniform. British soldiers and civilians in-
tervened. “Everyone was saying, ‘Leave him alone. He just wants a drink. It’s a hot day,’’' Fell said as she re-
counted her mother’s story. “People just didn’t understand this viciousness.’’ When Nunn left the pub, the po-
lice were waiting. Tempers rose. A bottle smashed against the windshield of the police Jeep. Things escalat-
ed and it wasn’t until 4 a.m. that order was restored. Military authorities sought severe penalties — 37 Black 
soldiers were charged with mutiny, riot and unlawful possession of weapons. Some 30 received sentences of 
between three and 15 years in prison, combined with loss of pay and dishonorable discharges. As the allies 
prepared for D-Day, many had their sentences shortened so they could be cycled back into the war effort. 
While the court martial criticized the white officers for poor leadership, no records indicate they or the military 
police were disciplined. 

Ken Werrell, a U.S. Air Force Academy graduate and retired professor of history at Radford University in Vir-
ginia, studied the proceedings and reviewed military records for an article published in 1975. He told The As-
sociated Press the Black soldiers were badly treated. But the broader story is that senior generals, focused 
on improving morale and performance, quickly ordered changes in the treatment of Black troops. Many of the 
officers commanding Black units were replaced and the army deployed more racially mixed police patrols. 
“The Bamber Bridge affair was more than just a minor incident in World War II,” Werrell wrote. “It was one of 
a number of incidents in the Black’s and America’s continuing crusade for freedom.” President Harry Truman 
in 1948 ordered the end of segregation in the military, though that took years to fully achieve. Lloyd Austin, a 
Black man and retired four-star general in the Army, is now secretary of defense. That progress was too late 
for Crossland, a former railroad worker who was 25 when he died. Court martial evidence said only that he 
was found gravely wounded, with a bullet near his heart. Officers said they believed he had been caught in 
cross-fire between two groups of Black soldiers.Earlier this month, the U.S. Navy issued a formal apology to 
the families of 15 Black sailors who were dishonorably discharged in 1940 after complaining that they were 
forced to wait tables. 

Snipe, meanwhile, will pay tribute to the people of Bamber Bridge at an event marking the anniversary. “Part 
of this story is about their unwillingness to accept segregation orders or regulations that were pushed on 
them,” he said. “They pushed back.” 



US aircraft carrier makes Vietnam port call 

NGKOK — A U.S. aircraft carrier and two guided missile cruisers were visiting Vietnam on 
Monday, a rare port call that comes as the United States and China increasingly vie for influ-
ence in Southeast Asia. 
The USS Ronald Reagan, along with the guided missile cruisers USS Antietam and USS Rob-
ert Smalls, arrived in Da Nang on Sunday for the visit. 
Neighboring China is Vietnam’s largest trading partner but Beijing’s sweeping maritime 
claims in the South China Sea have led to increasing friction with Vietnam, as well as with 
Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia and the Philippines. 
The U.S., meantime, has been on a diplomatic push to strengthen economic and military ties in 
the Indo-Pacific region. 
The aircraft carrier’s port call — only the third such visit since relations were reestablished af-
ter the end of the Vietnam war — follows visits to Vietnam this year from U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken, U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai and USAID Administrator Sa-
mantha Power. 
“Though aircraft carrier visits often spark media attention because of their highly visible na-
ture, the broader question is how this will play into the development of ties, including Wash-
ington’s quest to upgrade relations,” Prashanth Parameswaran, a fellow with the Wilson Cen-
ter’s Asia Program, wrote in a research note. 
“An overly narrow focus on carrier visits can distract from the broader trend of the more com-
prehensive development of U.S.-Vietnam defense ties and relations more generally,” 
Parameswaran added. 
Capt. Daryle Cardone, the Ronald Reagan’s commanding officer, said some of the more than 
5,000 sailors from the ship will volunteer at several community relations events, play sports 
with local athletes and take part in other cultural and professional exchanges during the visit 
through June 30. 
“A few Reagan sailors call Vietnam home, but for most it will be their first time visiting,” Car-
done said in a release from the U.S. Navy. 
Washington sees Hanoi as a key part of its strategy for the region and has sought to leverage 
Vietnam’s traditional rivalry with its much larger neighbor China to expand U.S. influence in 
the region. 
Japan, a strong U.S. ally, also made a port call in Vietnam last week with its largest destroyer, 
Izumo, following exercises in the South China Sea with the Reagan and other American ships. 
China has also been reaching out in an effort to mend fences, sending a navy training ship to 
make its own port call in Da Nang a month ago as part of what it called a goodwill tour that 
also took it to Thailand, Brunei and the Philippines. 
Vietnam’s Foreign Ministry called the Reagan’s port call part of a “normal friendly exchange 
for the sake of peace, stability, cooperation and development in both the region and the world.” 
Vietnam needs to balance its sensitive ties with Beijing with the U.S. outreach and domestic 
opinion, Parameswaran said, noting that polls suggest Vietnam’s people have among the high-
est levels of pro-U.S. sentiment in Southeast Asia. 
Based in Yokosuka, Japan, the USS Ronald Reagan is the only forward-deployed American 
aircraft carrier. It is due to be replaced in that role next year by the USS George Washington, 
also a Nimitz-class carrier. 

  Pictures of the Month 

 

Soldiers jump from an Army CH-47 Chinook during helocast training as part of the U.S. Military Academy Cadet Summer Training 
program in West Point, N.Y., June 19, 2023.  

Sailors simulate fighting a fire as part of a fire drill aboard the USS Tripoli in San Diego, June 14, 2023.  


