
The Knox County Joint Veterans Council 
are looking for volunteers!!! 

They stand guard silently, vigilantly through whatever Mother 

Nature dares throw at them. They do so with great pride to 

honor one of their own. And they do this without thought of 

payment. For them, honoring a fallen brother-in-arms is 

compensation enough. 

For the families of the deceased soldier, they are the ever-

watchful sentinels, and their selfless act is a much-

appreciated tribute. 

The Knox County Joint Veterans Council is located at the Knox County 
Veterans Service Office located at 105 E Chestnut St. Mount Vernon, 
Ohio. The post conducts regular meetings on the third Thursday of each 
month. The meeting time is 7:00 P.M. Contact Carol Riley @ 

 740-504-3264 if you are interested in volunteering. Thank you! 

JIUQUAN SATELLITE LAUNCH CENTER, China — China launched its youngest-ever crew for its orbiting space 
station on Thursday as it seeks to put astronauts on the moon before 2030.The Shenzhou 17 spacecraft lifted off from 
the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center on the edge of the Gobi Desert in northwestern China atop a Long March 2-F rocket 
at 11:14 a.m. (0314 GMT) 

According to the China Manned Space Agency, the average age of the three-member crew is the youngest since the 
launch of the space station construction mission, state broadcaster CCTV earlier reported. Their average age is 38, state 
media China Daily said. 

Beijing is pursuing plans to place astronauts on the moon before the end of the decade amid a rivalry with the U.S. for 
reaching new milestones in outer space. This reflects the competition for influence between the world's two largest 
economies in the technology, military and diplomatic fields. 

The trio — Tang Hongbo, Tang Shengjie and Jiang Xinlin — will replace a crew that has been on the station for six 
months. Tang is a veteran who led a 2021 space mission for three months. The new crew will conduct experiments in 
space medicine, space technology and other areas during their mission and will help install and maintain the equipment 
inside and outside the station, the agency said. 

On Wednesday, the agency also announced plans to send a new telescope to probe deep into the universe. CCTV said 
the telescope would enable surveys and mapping of the sky, but no timeframe was given for the installation. China has 
researched the movement of stars and planets for thousands of years while in modern times, it has pushed to become a 
leader in space exploration and science. 

It built its own space station after it was excluded from the International Space Station, largely due to U.S. concerns 
over the control of the program by the People’s Liberation Army, the military branch of the ruling Communist Party. 
China’s first manned space mission in 2003 made it the third country after the former Soviet Union and the U.S. to put a 
person into space using its own resources. 

American spending, supply chains and capabilities are believed to give it a significant edge over China, at least for now. 
China has broken out in some areas, however, bringing samples back from the lunar surface for the first time in decades 
and landing a rover on the less explored far side of the moon. 

The U.S., meanwhile, aims to put astronauts back on the lunar surface by the end of 2025 as part of a renewed commit-
ment to crewed missions, aided by private sector players such as SpaceX and Blue Origin.In addition to their lunar pro-
grams, the two countries have also separately landed rovers on Mars, and China plans to follow the U.S. in landing a 
spacecraft on an asteroid 

          China Sends Its Youngest-Ever Crew to Space as It Seeks to Put Astronauts on Moon Before 2030 

How Military Efforts Helped Bring About Thanksgiving 

 

Thanksgiving is a hallowed American tradition filled with family, food, football and fun, but did you know we 
can attribute its creation largely to the military? While conventional wisdom dates the first Thanksgiving back 
to 1621, when pilgrims in Plymouth, Massachusetts, joined in with local Native Americans to celebrate the fall 
harvest, it wasn’t a celebration that continued from year to year. In fact, Thanksgiving didn’t really become 
any kind of tradition until we were trying to unify the nation during two of our biggest early struggles – the 
Revolutionary War and the Civil War. 

During the revolution, the Continental Congress decided to declare several days of thanksgiving to help inspire 
our troops to victory. The first such day fell on Nov. 1, 1777, when news of some victories against the British 
reached their ears. Gen. George Washington also called for a day of thanksgiving on Dec. 18, 1777, as a victo-
ry celebration for the colonial army’s win during the Battle of Saratoga that October. He later issued the first 
formal Thanksgiving Day proclamation for the U.S. when he was president, setting the date for Nov. 26, 1789. 

While that date fell around that of our current-day holiday, Thanksgiving still failed to become an annual tradi-
tion until about 75 years later – when President Abraham Lincoln decided to renew the celebration in 1863, 
during the height of the Civil War. Even as war raged across the country, Lincoln called for a day of thanks to 
be held on the last Thursday in November. The day would be known as Thanksgiving – and the tradition final-
ly became official. 

For many years, the presidents who came after Lincoln kept Thanksgiving on that final Thursday of the month. 
But during World War II, there were two years in a row in which November had five Thursdays, confusing a 
lot of people and causing a lot of arguments about which date Thanksgiving would fall on. In 1942, Congress 
passed a resolution to clarify that every fourth Thursday of November would be Thanksgiving Day. 

As all service members know, not everyone in the military can stop what they’re doing to celebrate the holi-
day. But preparations have always been made to make sure service members could celebrate in some capacity, 
even if they were deployed or on the battlefield. 

During World War I, the Red Cross and other auxiliary organizations started providing Thanksgiving aid to 
soldiers, while families in places like France, where our soldiers were stationed, would take them into their 
homes for the day. 

During World War II, C- or K-rations were replaced with turkey and cranberry for the holiday. It was either 
shipped in by the military or collected from local farmers. Nowadays, the Defense Logistics Agency is able to 
ship out a traditional Thanksgiving dinner of turkey, pumpkin pie and all the fixins to tens of thousands of ser-
vice members across the world. 

Deployed service members have also seen some commanders in chief roll through their bases during the holi-
day. President George H.W. Bush served Thanksgiving dinner to troops stationed in Saudi Arabia in 1990 
ahead of the Gulf War, while his son, President George W. Bush, did the same in a surprise visit to Baghdad in 
2003, at the height of the Iraq War. President Barack Obama made a surprise visit to Afghanistan just after the 
Thanksgiving holiday in 2010. No matter where you’re celebrating Thanksgiving this year, know that the tra-
dition grew out of your predecessors’ efforts to bring unity to the United States. We can all be thankful for 
that! 



The Only Navy Warship Authorized to Fly a Pirate Flag at Sea 

Although there are dozens of active Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyers in the U.S. Navy's 
fleet, there's something special about the USS Kidd. It doesn't have any secret technology or weap-
ons (that we know of), and its capabilities are the same as any other of its class. The standout fea-
ture that tends to capture the attention of even the most landlubberly civilian is the massive Jolly 
Roger that the Kidd is often seen flying from its mast. 

The USS Kidd's pirate flag, the infamous skull and crossbones that hearkens back to the Golden 
Age of Piracy that spanned the 17th and 18th centuries, is the only one the U.S. Navy 
has ever allowed to fly on one of its ships. And like most bizarre things that happen inside the Navy, 
it starts with an honored tradition, one dating back to World War II. 

Pirates these days don't really think about hoisting a Jolly Roger to announce their intentions. They 
usually just go in for the killing and stealing. So if a U.S. Navy vessel flies the old pirate flag when 
returning to port (and some do), it's all in good fun. No one thinks the submarine USS Jimmy Carter, 
which was spotted flying the pirate banner back in 2017, is actually out there terrorizing sea lanes 
and stealing doubloons. But in the Navy, old habits die real hard. There's no better example than the 
fact that U.S. sailors wore bell-bottom trousers until the 21st century. So even though most of its 
ships are more likely to kill pirates than join them, the Navy brass still frowns on making light of law-
lessness at sea by raising the Jolly Roger. 

Yet, not so much with the USS Kidd. The Kidd gets a pass because of tradition, the most powerful 
force in the Navy. Tradition is what keeps Navy coffee mugs unwashed and sailors eating cherries 
out of belly buttons (you're gonna have to ask a "shellback" about that one; don't Google it at work). 

The USS Kidd is named for Rear Admiral Isaac C. Kidd, who was killed aboard the battleship USS 
Arizona during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the first American flag officer to die in 
World War II. As he was the commander of Battleship Division One, he ran to the bridge of Arizona, 
his flagship, to take command during the outset of the surprise attack. He died aboard the ship with 
1,175 of his sailors and Marines, and was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor.\ Rear Adm. 
Kidd picked up the nickname "Cap" while attending the U.S. Naval Academy, a reference to the infa-
mous privateer-turned-pirate Capt. William Kidd, who was executed for the crime in 1701. When a 
Fletcher-class destroyer was named for Rear Adm. Kidd in 1943, its crew immediately adopted the 
pirate theme, with the blessing of Isaac Kidd's widow, Inez. Inez Kidd even convinced the Navy 
to formally give the USS Kidd express permission to fly the pirate flag. 

That first crew of the Kidd began calling themselves "the Pirates of the Pacific," picking up downed 
naval aviators and returning them to their carriers in exchange for a "ransom" of ice cream. That ini-
tial USS Kidd, which served the U.S. Navy off and on until 1964, is now a museum ship. In 1981, a 
new USS Kidd, the first of its eponymous class of warships, entered service and inherited the tradi-
tion (and permission) to hoist the Jolly Roger until it was given to Taiwan in 1998. And so it was for 
the latest USS Kidd when it was commissioned in 2007. It not only flies the pirate flag when entering 
and leaving port, but when the vessel makes its way between the U.S. coasts and during multina-
tional exercises, as well. The skull and crossbones can also be seen on the rear of the Kidd's five-
inch guns, on its internal doors and probably tattooed on a fair number of its sailors. 

A lot of Arleigh Burke-class destroyers are out there, named for a great number of the Navy's lead-
ers and heroes. The USS Kidd (and the Kidds that come after it) will always be the only ship flying 
the Jolly Roger as part of its own unique piece of history. 

  Pictures of the Month 

 

Marines help with the external lift of a CH-53K King Stallion during a weapons and tactics instructor course at Yuma Auxiliary Army 
Airfield 2, Ariz., Oct. 3, 2023.  

The USNS Mercy departs Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, following a scheduled visit during Pacific Partnership, Oct. 22, 2023. The hu-
manitarian assistance and disaster relief preparedness mission works to enhance regional interoperability in the Indo-Pacific region.  

https://www.military.com/equipment/ddg-51-arleigh-burke-class-destroyer
https://www.military.com/navy
https://www.military.com/history/why-some-submarines-return-port-flying-pirate-flags.html
https://www.military.com/base-guide/naval-station-pearl-harbor
https://www.military.com/benefits/veteran-benefits/the-medal-of-honor.html
https://www.military.com/base-guide/us-naval-academy
https://www.usskidd.com/ship-tour/approaching-the-ship
https://www.usskidd.com/ship-tour/approaching-the-ship
https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a34147216/why-us-navy-destroyer-flies-jolly-roger-pirate-flag/
https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a34147216/why-us-navy-destroyer-flies-jolly-roger-pirate-flag/

